
 
 
Dear NOC Enid Candidates for Graduation: 
 
Recent circumstances have required many changes in daily operations, but we are no less proud 
of the accomplishments of our graduates and want to recognize those achievements as soon as 
possible.  In a survey sent to those who had applied for graduation, many of you said that you 
would like to have a delayed physical ceremony if possible but would appreciate a virtual 
ceremony in lieu of a physical one if necessary.  Because we do not yet know what CDC 
guidelines might be in place by late summer, our plans now are to celebrate the 114th 
commencement ceremony on Saturday, August 8, with whatever format is possible, while still 
keeping everyone safe. 
 
If possible, a physical ceremony will follow guidelines in the attached instructions.  By July 10 
we will send out a follow-up email and post to the website information about the commencement 
ceremony and confirmation of whether a physical ceremony is possible, as well as space capacity 
for invited guests.  In the meantime, here’s what you can do right now to prepare for graduation: 
 

• Respond to the survey emailed to you about delivery of your cap and gown.  Contact the 
IR office (email to kathleen.otto@noc.edu) if you did not receive a survey at your school 
email address. 

• Try your regalia on and take a picture.  Please share your photo on social media and save 
it so that you can share it with us.  We will send out instructions in the coming month for 
how to submit your photo to be included in our scroll of graduates during the 
commencement ceremony. 

• If you have taken out a student loan while at NOC, complete your exit interview at 
studentloans.gov. 

 
If you have any questions about how to complete any of these steps in preparation for 
graduation, please email me at pamela.stinson@noc.edu, and I’ll connect you with the right 
person to answer your questions. 
 
We wish you the best of luck in a smooth finish to your final semester and look forward to 
celebrating your graduation with you! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Pam Stinson 
Vice President for Academic Affairs 
Northern Oklahoma College 
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Commencement Procedures: 

1. When to Arrive:  We will arrive at the Gantz Center on the Enid Campus (where we can spread 
out as needed for any current social distancing guidelines) at 2:30 p.m., Saturday, August 8.  Our 
Commencement March begins at 2:50 p.m.  This allows ten minutes for the Grand March to arrive 
at Briggs Auditorium for the 3:00 p.m. start for Commencement.  If it is raining, we will form 
lines in the lobby of the Briggs Auditorium. 

2. Name Card:  As you arrive at the cafeteria, you will be provided a 3” x 5” name card filled out 
and ready to give to the announcer.  Print your name on the card showing your first name first and 
last name second.  If your name is difficult to pronounce, quietly pronounce it for the announcer 
just before you cross the stage. 

3. The Processional:  You will assemble outside of Gantz forming three degree groups:  AA, AS, 
AAS.  Leaders for each group have been identified and will be holding signs to be more easily 
found.  The Grand March will begin from Gantz and proceed across the campus in a formal order.  
As we enter the auditorium, you will remain standing until after the choir sings the “Pledge of 
Allegiance.”  Our marshals will notify the front row to be seated and the remaining rows will 
follow.  Men should remove caps for the invocation and benediction. 

4. Announcement of Graduates:  After the speaker’s address, each degree group will be asked to 
rise and the class as a whole will be presented to Dr. Evans, who will then confer the degrees.  
After Dr. Evans’ statement, all candidates except the front row shall be seated.  The front row 
moves to the right.  As each row is vacated, the next row rises as a group and proceeds to the 
platform. 

5. Awarding the Diploma Covers:  Dr. Evans will award the diploma covers to graduates.  Your 
official diploma will be mailed prior to the August 8 ceremony.  Upon returning to your chair, you 
may be seated individually. 

6. Turning of the Tassels:  Immediately following the issuing of the diplomas, President Evans will 
take the podium and ask graduates to rise and turn your tassels from the right side of your Mortar 
Board to the left side.  Then she will ask the alumni and faculty to also rise for the singing of the 
Alma Mater.  Reference your program for the words as we encourage you to sing along. 

7. The Recessional:  Following the Benediction, the marshals will be invited to come to the front 
and motion for the class to rise.  The Recessional will begin with the marshals leading, followed 
by the front row of graduates, then the rest of the rows of graduates (same order as Processional), 
followed by Dr. Evans, Regents, administration, and faculty (same order as the Processional).  The 
front rows of graduates are not to stop marching until away from the entrance of Briggs to prevent 
major congestion in the entry way. 

 
Special Notes: 
1. Graduation announcements are available now in the NOC Bookstore and may be purchased online on 

the bookstore weblink at $.50/each.  
2. The Ceremony and the March  

Appropriate Dress: 
a.  Caps and gowns will be mailed to the address you provide in the survey sent in April.  Contact 

the IR Office at kathleen.otto@noc.edu if you did not receive a survey and are graduating. 
b.  Wear your mortar board horizontally with the point directly in the front center.  
c.  Wear your tassel on the right side of the mortar board. 
d. Shoes--It is recommended that only dress shoes are worn, no sandals, flip-flops, high platform 

shoes, nor running/tennis shoes. 
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e. Candidates need to lift gown slightly when going up and down the ramp. 
3. If a graduate has a request for reasonable accommodations for the commencement exercises 

and/or needs special assistance using the ramp to the platform, notify Dr. Stinson at 580-628-
6210, prior to the ceremony. 

4. Personal cameras may be used at any time during the ceremony from the seating area; however, 
the area in front of the stage must remain clear.  A professional photographer will capture each 
graduate as he/she accepts the diploma cover, and these photos will be made available at no cost 
to graduates after the ceremony.   

5. On behalf of the Northern Oklahoma College Foundation and Alumni Association, all graduates 
will receive a commemorative photo frame along with a complimentary year of membership to 
the NOC Alumni Association.  

6. Please inform family that seating may be limited so they should arrive early.  Overflow audience 
may view the ceremony in the East Gym.  Please note that we may have to limit attendees at all 
locations to follow social distancing guidelines current at the time. 

7. All candidates should greet President Cheryl Evans and pause for a photo as they receive their 
diploma cover.  Then as soon as the photo is taken, the student on the landing moves to the stage. 

8. Flag Bearers and sign holders (AA, AS, AAS) will be contacted prior to the ceremony with 
instructions.   


